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Intoduction:

We cannot dismiss anything as unreal without having investigated the
thing properly and sufficiently. And it is a statement of ignorance to say
that there is no life on other planets and the Earth is all. About the
existence of other worlds, any denial would be nonsense, because such
a denial is possible only by keeping ourselves blind to the blazing truths
and realities. There are worlds interpenetrating our world. Even the
visible, material universe is immeasurable and boundless in its
dimensions. How much more boundless and wondrous is the invisible
universe which is the parent of the visible universe.



Man of today is so much imprisoned in the material world, in the body,
that he doubts the very existence of the Spirit. And that which is the
Reality of realities, the Seat of intelligence, the Soul of thought, the
Source of life and light, is dismissed as unreal. So great is the human
ignorance! That is why millions of people, inspite of all technological
development, are unhappy. They need wisdom; they need culture; they
need better perception; they need higher values. It is these that have to
be given. Nobody can ever extinguish in the human heart the desire for
peace, happiness, freedom, greater knowledge and striving for
attainment of higher values.

The human individual has an interminable destiny before him. Not to give
this idea to mankind is a sin. Unhappiness, sorrow, evil, suffering,
ignorance are not normal and natural, and therefore have no roots in the
human constitution. Immortality is the natural divine destiny of man, and
therefore he is consciously or unconsciously aspiring towards it.
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Science and Religion Are
Complementary to Each Other

Swami Omkarananda

If we trace the ultimate goal of science and religion, we come to the
conclusion that they are not contradictory to each other but
complementary. The scientist touches the ultimate factors in the universe;
the sage goes a step beyond and touches the ultimate Reality which is
the basis of all ultimates.

The final scientific concepts are best understood by the religious
individual, for the religious or the spiritual individual sees the
metaphysical, or philosophical, or spiritual implications of the final
scientific conclusions. He sees more in the scientific conclusions than the
scientist himself. It is, therefore, very easy to synthesize science and
religion. This would be exceedingly valuable for the culture of humanity.
Such a synthesis is the demand of our century, the demand of our
decade. Our intelligence becomes more illuminated by a comparative
study of the results of religious strivings and the conclusions of scientific
progress.

The scientist is especially gifted to perceive invisible things. And that is
exactly what a spiritual individual does, though at a higher level. The
spiritual individual is primarily an individual who sees the invisible, and so
is the scientist. The greater the scientist is, the more does he uncover the
face of the invisible. The greater the evolution, the more sensitive
becomes our inner being to higher realities. To perceive the invisible and
to draw its essences into our own daily life - this is the genius of man, and
this is also the meaning of life.

An ‘irrationality’ characterizes both science and religion. If the man of God
says, "the table is God", this is something irrational, something
incomprehensible to the common man. He therefore dismisses the saintly
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person as someone who is not normal.

The scientist does the same. Look at the atomic physicist. You say, "It is
a hard table". He says, "There is no such thing as a hard table. A hard
table is an illusion. What is visible to me is swelling waves and particles!"
The table as table disappears for the atomic physicist. So has the table
as table disappeared for the vision of the saintly heart who sees the
Divine in everything. The language of the scientist and the language of
the saintly personality are incomprehensible to the normal person. Both
are at a higher stage of evolution. The saintly person has reached this
state of inner evolution that is so high that he is in a position to perceive
the Invisible. The development of the intelligence in the scientist is so
great, his capacity to grasp scientific phenomena is so great, he is
intellectually so evolved, that his language is incomprehensible for the
ordinary man.

Every normal person would be in a position to make the experience of the
scientist and the saint his own personal experience. All that is needed is
evolution, growth in knowledge, growth in the inner spiritual nature.

The greater the scientist is, the more open and sensitive is he to the
ultimate Reality. If he would try to discover the metaphysical dimensions
of Time, he would certainly become a sage, even if he lacks the
experience and the maturity of the sage.

Time, space, causation are scientific categories. There are, for instance,
numberless concepts of space in science. The saintly heart knows the
intrinsic How and Why of space. It discovers the spaceless Reality in
space. This is the ultimate that we can attain in the phenomenon of
space.

The scientist looks at the cosmos and finds it a wonder. He is baffled by
the vastness of the universe. The stars are inexplicable, no matter how
many scientific works have been written on the stars. Though time and
space are explained, yet there is much in the universe which remains
unexplained, and thus leaves man wondering at the mysteries of the
universe.

Science reduces matter to a nebula, to nothing. The saintly heart reduces
all matter into Spirit. So close seem to be the scientist and the saint, and
always it is the saintly personality who takes the final step. Here, in this
space, he experiences the spaceless Reality.

Time, which is a problem for science - there are numberless scientific
theories concerning time - is no problem for the saintly intelligence. He
sees the soul of time in the timeless eternity.

Without the screen there is no possibility of projecting the film. The
time-event cannot be unrolled without the screen, or the background of
the timeless Reality. The sharper the reason, the more unrelenting the
inquiry and search, the more quickly we shall discover the background of
time and space.

The scientist occupies himself with such questions as time and space
only during specified hours of his life, whereas the spiritual individual
cannot look at the space without growing at the same time aware of the
spaceless divine Reality.



The scientist, however occupied he may be with the phenomenon of time
and its nature, has no knowledge of That which is the essence of time,
which is supplying and sustaining time. Whereas the spiritual individual
can never grow conscious of time without at the same time being keenly
aware of the timeless Reality.

Science and religion meet and greet each other. Science is in pursuit of
the hidden realities of the universe. Religion is in search of the ultimate
hidden Reality in the cosmos. If the scientist is not content with the
progress he makes, and struggles hard to extend his inquiries, he is
bound to touch the ultimate divine Reality. Science today has valuable
services to render to religion. And science can enrich itself intellectually
and rationally by a grasp of the religious truths.

The ultimate object of science and the ultimate object of religion are one
and the same: the final Reality. - That which has brought the whole
cosmos into existence and is sustaining it. This highest Reality is
multidimensional. It is not abstract. It is the most living Reality. It is most
living in all things. It is the heart of all that lives. It has million eyes, million
ears, million bodies. It is at the same time with everyone, everywhere all
over the world, everywhere all around the stars, everywhere in every little
corner of the cosmos and beyond. This marvellous Reality has infinite
relations with us; rather, It is the very Essence of our being. It is the Heart
of our heart, the Intelligence of our intelligence, the Genius of our genius,
the Soul of our soul. The greater our knowledge is, the more easily do we
understand and know this divine Reality.

The search for God is a scientific search. It is more demanding than the
scientific search, and it requires the transformation of the whole
personality. The true dignity, worth and value of human life lie in the
development of these basic capacities: reason, love, devotion, higher
powers of perception.

Every finite individual carries in himself a tendency to be infinite. Every
imperfect man carries in himself an imperishable longing to be perfect. It
is in the very structure of the human individual to be greater than he is, to
strive after the Greatest, the Ultimate. That which is the greatest and the
ultimate is God, as religion calls Him, and it is the Truth, as science says.

To be rational in an irrational world,

To be ruled by wisdom in a world which is governed generally by
ignorance,

To perceive the invisible in a world of visibilities and corporalities,
To touch the imperishable Life while living in a perishable body,
To know the Truth while we dwell in a world of untruth and illusion,
- This is the true dignity of man. This is of primary importance!

Not to perish but to experience the everlasting life here and now - this is
the promise of religion, this is the possibility of scientific evolution.
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The Relativity of Human Knowledge

It was a hundred years ago, and in the preceding centuries, that
scientists could afford to be materialistic and mechanistic in their views,
but today the leading and greatest scientists are forced to acknowledge
and accept some divine Consciousness or Mind behind the universal and
cosmic workings. In fact, it is becoming increasingly difficult for the
leading scientists to explain anything of the vast, wondrous physical
universe without accepting some invisible Principle as the directing and
constituting Force. We can more plainly state that God, as a supreme
operating Principle, is being put back into the universal scheme by the
latest and leading scientists.

This is a tremendous development, and this you would be in a position to
understand, if you read the best popular expositions of modern physics,
especially the presentations of leading British scientists like Sir Arthur
Eddington and Sir James Jeans. Therefore we find that the scientists who
are materialistic or mechanistic in their views, are not those who are the
leading ones. The real ones, the great ones are those who are open to
broader understanding and knowledge.

Any study of the latest and most reliable work on astronomy will also
make you feel a sense of inspiration and an exaltation of your inner
being. The sciences are increasingly bringing into our notion the
incomprehensible vastness and wonders of the physical universe.

Now let us come down to the field of psychology and take up the leading
and latest conclusions and results of academic psychology, or university
psychology, around the world today. Behaviourism and other schools of
modern psychology are fast sinking in value, in the face of new
developments in other branches and schools of modern psychology.
Psychology is tapping the subconscious and unconscious regions. And
other recent developments in the field of economic and university
psychology are pushing their way forward, and their proponents are trying
to study the preconscious and other aspects of the human
consciousness. Take for instance parapsychology: ESP (which stands for
extrasensory perception), telepathy, thought-transference, possibilities of
clairvoyance, fall within the field and scope of its study and examination.

In the social field, we find that the social experts in America and Britain
are convinced that it is difficult to account for anything rationally and to
introduce into the world of social behaviour any harmony, or peace, or
order, without taking into consideration supra-social principles as
operative in the human individual.

From these three leading modern fields of knowledge, we come to the
conclusion that humanity is compelled by the very progress it has made,
to fall back upon idealistic principles, views and aims. It is forced to
pursue, to envision and consider higher values. All these make it possible
and easy for us to bring the divine Principle, the divine Consciousness, or
Godhead, into the field of human experience. These great developments
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and progress in different fields of human knowledge make it easy for us
to work for a synthesis between the world of values, truths, light, peace,
and the world of human activity and experience.

Especially in the fields of science, technology and commerce, the
progress has been so incredibly great that it has thrown up a number of
problems altogether unknown to humanity of the preceding centuries;
many types of problems that you might encounter each day.

There are international problems, which are in a way being met by great
world organizations. There are national problems, met by each nation
through its own type of political machinery. There are many other forms
of problems, - the social problem for instance, and the social scientists
around the world are busy putting up a plan for the solution of some of
the social problems. There are also educational problems being attacked
and dealt with by leading educationalists around the world. There are
moral problems, problems pertaining to crime etc. and dealt with by
several forces. There are a number of mental problems, psychological
problems, attended to by the psychiatrists, psychologists, etc. There are
a number of problems with which humanity is encumbered.

Leaders of thought during the past sixty years, great philosophers,
historians, statesmen, have understood the peculiar difficulties of
contemporary humanity. They have also been conscious of a series of
crises through which contemporary humanity is passing. Some of them
state that Western civilization is breaking up, and Bertrand Russell was of
the opinion that we are on the verge of total annihilation as the result of
nuclear watr.

These different personalities, great historians, philosophers, statesmen,
social scientists, have pronounced their views and their judgments
concerning the nature, characteristics and inherent collapses of our
civilization. The causes they attribute to modern problems and difficulties
and trials are merely secondary, and not fundamental. They are purely
incidental and not intrinsic to the problem at issue, with the result, do
what you may, it is impossible for you to liberate humanity from its
recurrent stresses, strains and riddles.

It is our view that the really fundamental problems are cast by the very
mind and nature of man! The problem of problems, therefore, is man
himself. For external difficulties and aberrations of contemporary
humanity you can always find internal causes - causes which are almost
constitutional in the very mind and nature of humanity. Therefore, the
solutions suggested by these personalities of public life are not adequate
to the situation.

For a solution of the problems, what is demanded of us is a correction, a
change, a transformation of that mind which is itself the creator of the
problems.

llluminate that human mind by a higher knowledge;

Alter its attitude by a better wisdom;

Widen its outlook by the wisdom of a richer experience;

and you will find a number of problems will resolve themselves

6



automatically.

This is the remedy to the central problem of life, to some of the
fundamental problems which are shared by even the primitive men of
several thousands of years ago, fundamental problems which concern
our inner being, mind, our inner nature, and its demands and urges for
peace, happiness, joy, and a rich and satisfying and delightful life.

These fundamental demands can best be satisfied, not merely by
affording external opulence, not merely by creating economic sufficiency
as the contemporary Western world has done, but only by pouring into
the human mind an inspiring, illuminating and ever-heightening culture
and philosophy. A culture which is bound up with the growth,
development and evolution of the human consciousness. A philosophy
which enlightens us concerning the intrinsic and innate dignity and
divinity of the human individual. A philosophy or a system of knowledge
which discloses to man his intimate and dynamic relations with a
universal, all-satisfying divine Principle.

R & i

Science as a Guide to Higher Knowledge

Science in its present state of development is still concerned with objects.
When it makes phenomenal progress, progress four times that of the
outer progress which science has miraculously made, it will tumble upon
ultimate facts, ultimate realities which are fundamental. It is then that
science will be a guide of life, a cultural force, an enlightening power. The
greater the progress of science at the highest level, the greater are the
possibilities of human experience and encounter with the ultimate Reality.
The greatest geniuses in the human history have tended towards a
knowledge of this truth. That is the highest object of human research. It is
the highest object of human fulfilment.

In its infant stage, as science now comparatively is, it seems to deny the
existence of the ultimate Reality rather than affirm it. Inspite of this fact,
the greatest scientists feel compelled to be sensible and sensitive to the
Reality of the ultimate Being. The greater the scientist is, the more
sensitive he is to the ultimate Being. It is from these pioneers in science
that we derive this body of knowledge which is most valuable for knowing
the ultimate Reality.

This ultimate Reality is everywhere present. The air that we breathe is
within this Reality. The whole cosmos that we perceive is within the
Reality. And this Reality is all-seeing, all-knowing. This is the fundamental
spiritual Truth.

Let us observe the air around. We do not perceive air through the
physical eyes, yet it is sustaining us. It is a power. It sustains life - we
cannot live without it, even for a few minutes. It is the sustainer of life. All
other values rest upon this primary value.

Even so is that Reality which is sustaining the very principle of air that
sustains life. It is invisible to the physical eyes, yet It is sustaining the air
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that we breathe in. It is sustaining the whole cosmos, though It is invisible
to the physical eyes. This mighty Reality, called God, is everywhere, even
as the air is everywhere in the world. Being infinitely subtler than air, It is
more imperceptible. An imperceptible thing can be the very heart of all
life. Even as air is indispensable for our existence, so is the Divine
indispensable for the very existence of our existence. It is the supreme
Sustainer of everything. Its invisibility does not give us any right to deny
Its existence.

Space comes into manifestation and disappears in the Divine, in the
boundless Divine Intelligence. Look at the sky. The clouds come, and the
clouds disappear. The clouds of the universes have come into existence,
and disappear. It happens again and again, endlessly. So is the Divine
Intelligence.

Science can be an instrument for knowledge of the ultimate Reality.
Intuition, devotion, revelation, enlightenment, illumination, - all these are
methods for the perception of the ultimate divine Truth. Reason at its
best, in its purified form, in its keenness of perceptive power, science in
its final development, are also methods for the experience of the Truth.
The greater the human spirit, the more penetrating its perceptive
intelligence, the more sincere the inner devotion, the greater is the area
of the Reality experienced.

No dissemination of any knowledge is so valuable as the dissemination of
spiritual knowledge. The human society around the world changes
completely by the dissemination of spiritual knowledge. Millions of people
will lose their fears and anxieties and find lasting peace, strength and
happiness by the knowledge of things spiritual, by the dissemination of
spiritual knowledge. That is the fundamental necessity of humanity. The
kind of literature people generally read seems to strengthen the forces of
ignorance and darkness rather than lead them to light. It is the spread of
spiritual knowledge that is of primary importance. The wisdom of mankind
gives the spread of spiritual knowledge first place. It is such knowledge
that can redeem human life of its trials and limitations.

The knowledge of the Divine dispels the darkness of ignorance, which is
the cause of all kinds of human difficulties. In the knowledge of the divine
Truth, the unconscious becomes more and more refined and purified;
fears and anxieties for the present and for the future will disappear. Man
IS N0 more a creature of matter or nature, but a light in the Light of the
Divine.

That there is air everywhere, is a fact, is a truth. That air itself is in
something called space, is another fact. That space itself is in some other
principle, called divine Truth, or divine Intelligence, is the ultimate fact,
the ultimate principle, the ultimate Truth.

More than in air we dwell in the mighty Wonders, in the Love, Beauty and
Perfection, of the Divine. To be in tune with such an Intelligence is to
exceed and transcend the best rewards of human knowledge.
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Space and the Divine

That which is most visible in life is space. There is always space between
your eyes and the object you are perceiving. You can see nothing except
it be in space, through space. So is the case with other objects, with other
senses. You can hear nothing without the mediumship of space. You
cannot take anything outside space. You cannot even transmit your
radio-waves without the medium of space. Our movement, our breathing,
every activity is rendered possible in space. Space, the universal reality,
is the most visible reality, though it is exceedingly subtle.

What is the highest thing in the whole world? What is the greatest thing in
the whole world? It is space. All is in the space. All the universes are in
the space. Space is vaster than anything in creation; it is greater than the
creation. Being "nothing", it supports everything. It is so subtle you cannot
burn it, or cut it, or pollute it. So, outwardly seen it is the supreme reality.
It is the visible expression of God. It is a mighty creation. It is ever pure,
indestructible, incapable of being burnt or destroyed, even when the
worlds collide.

More subtle than space is the Divine! More close than space is the
Divine!

As all experiences are founded on space, so the very experience of
space is founded on the Divine. There can be no experience without the
Divine as the basis of this experience. This universal Reality, this
undeniable Reality, this which is most visible to those who are free from
ignorance, is most invisible to those who are in ignorance. The human
ignorance has a mighty effect, it makes invisible that which is most
visible.

Most visible in the whole universe is the Divine, though This is invisible to
the human ignorance. That which is sustaining you is just the thing which
is hidden from your view! This is the great effect of ignorance, of impurity;
it is what Christianity calls a sin. The original sin is nothing but great
ignorance, which is the cause of all other forms of ignorance, of all other
forms of weaknesses, limitations, evil, error, sinfulness.

Everything in space is changing, but does the space itself change?
Certainly not. The clouds come, and the clouds go, the space however
remains what it was, always. The world is changing every moment, but
the space is not changing. Our mind is changing, our heart is changing,
our experiences are changing, our conditions and circumstances are
changing, everything is changing, but is the space changing? Certainly
not. As the space is unchanging, so is the Truth unchanging. Truth is the
unchanging Reality, and space is the unchanging Reality. Truth, which
resides in space and extends space, is with all of us. As we cannot
escape space, so we cannot escape the Divine Presence.

Though the space does not move, it yet makes everything within it
moveable, it makes possible all motion. Though God or Truth does not
move, He makes possible every movement.

What connects you with the stars? Space. The space which is there, far,
far away, billions and billions of light-years away from you, is also here
with you. Itis there - It is HERE.



Where is this entire cosmos? In the space. All has its being in the space,
subsists in space. Even so, we have our being in the space of the infinite
Reality.

Space may be full of energy, full of matter, full of people, full of things, full
of worlds, but it is itself something indescribable, something greater than
whatever is seen in it.

There may be vibrations, there may be particles in space, but space is
other than the particles. The particles themselves are not the space. And
SO space is inconceivable. It is one of the things which expand the human
consciousness and liberate man from his limitations.

There is the moon, there are the planets, and there are the stars. Destroy
the moon and the planets, even the whole cosmos, have you thereby
destroyed the space? Certainly not. Space is still there. It is
indestructible.

Our body is destructible, but not the space in the body. Finer than space
is the Divinity in us!

Is the space born? Will it die? It was not born, and it is not going to die.
The world is born, and is going to die. The creation is born, is going to
perish. Our bodies, our thoughts, are born and will perish, but not the
space. Infinitely subtler than space is the Divine!

Now since you are face to face with the space, since the Divine is in the
space - more subtle and more pervasive than space - you are face to
face with the Truth! And the voice of inner purity tells man, "My heart and
my soul are face to face with the Divine."

Since we are always face to face with space, we are therefore always
face to face with That which is within the space, and of which space does
not know anything, that supreme Being or Truth. It is, like space, now in
our hands, in our body, around us, within us.

If one were to continuously concentrate on the nature of space, one
would become illuminated. So some people can, on the basis of this
description, make space an object of meditation. Their mind is expanded,
and they dwell in vaster dimensions; their inner consciousness becomes
one with this spaceless Reality in space.

If you want to meditate on the Truth, again you reach an inner space. The
space in the dream-consciousness is not the outer space; it is altogether
a different space. If you are dreaming you are in a vast immeasurable
desert, where is the desert? Just here, in this tiny point here! So, when
you go inward, you have another, internal space. And when you go
deeper, to the source of this space, then you find your Existence, your
Consciousness. Inwardly is the Consciousness, and outwardly is the
space. The divine Reality inwardly is Consciousness, outwardly It is
space.

Superior to the space is the Spirit in us. Subtler than space is the Spirit in
us. Space is a manifestation of the divine Reality, of the Truth, of the
Absolute, of the Infinite that has brought space into existence. So, the
Infinite is greater than the space, and since the Spirit in us is the Infinite,
It is greater than the space.
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Vibrations in Space and in the Individual

Reality in vibration is creation.

The Infinite God in vibration, in movement, is creation, - manifestation.
The Unmanifest is transcendent of vibration. If It were not transcending
vibration, It would be involved in vibration, and the conditions and defects
and limitations of vibrations would be inherent in the Being of God.

Physical science reduces everything to vibration. But it does not know the
spiritual vibrations which are the basis of physical vibrations. And even
the physical vibrations of which science speaks, nobody has heard,
nobody has seen, nobody has felt. It is something like a hypothesis in
science, it is something invisible to science. The scientist deduces
invisible vibrations from visible vibrations. The highest science, the
Science of Truth, k n o w s that there is a subtler Vibration behind the
physical vibrations. Without that Vibration, there is no vibration. And that
Vibration is OM.

It is a scientific universe that we live in. There is no irrational force
anywhere, or irrational happening. There is no such thing as "chance". All
is ordered, organized. Everything is interdependent. Though much of the
universe is invisible to us, though nothing of the infinite invisible Reality is
visible to us, the infinite invisible divine Reality is sustaining this visible
universe.

There are vibrations, so infinitely subtle, that in comparison to them
radio-waves are like the stream of water or iron poles!

Can the human consciousness be conceived of as a state of vibrations?
The outer human consciousness is a state of vibrations: our mind is a
state of vibrations, our thoughts and feelings are vibrations, our psychic
being is vibration, our inner soul is vibration - but not the Reality in the
soul. That is the Centre of everything. It is more than vibration, It is the
source of all vibrations. It is above all vibrations, It bears in Itself all
vibrations, It can withdraw all vibrations into Itself.

Are the human mind's vibrations too low, or too slow, to make it possible
to perceive spiritual truths? As the human mind by its very nature is
limited, full of lower tendencies and crude vibrations, how can these
vibrations be refined, how can man find unity with the infinite Truth? One
of the most marvellous methods among the dozens and dozens of
methods to achieve this goal is the method of knowledge: to analyse
yourself, to know yourself to be apart from and above these vibrations, an
examiner, a viewer, a seer, and everything that you experience is the
seen.

Everyone of us is a centre of forces, vibrations and influences. How
beneficent our forces and influences are, rests upon how much contact
we have with the infinite divine Reality; and also how much the other
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